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Executive Summary 

Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Cherry Point is a military installation located in the City of 
Havelock, midway between New Bern and Morehead City, North Carolina, approximately 90 miles 
west–southwest of Cape Hatteras. The Air Station, commissioned in 1942, provides training, support, 
and supplies for the Fleet Marine Force Atlantic aviation units. In 1994, it was added to the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s National Priority List, commonly known as “Superfund.” Under 
the provisions of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, the 
Navy is investigating potentially-contaminated soil, groundwater, surface water, and sediment at 
MCAS Cherry Point under a Navy program called the Installation Restoration Program. 

The purpose of this Community Involvement Plan (CIP) is to outline how MCAS Cherry Point will 
continue to meet the needs of the local community for information about, and participation in, the 
ongoing investigation and remediation processes at the Station. Environmental investigations began 
at MCAS Cherry Point in the early 1980s. Subsequent investigations have identified 25 sites, defined 
as discrete areas where hazardous substances or wastes have been deposited, stored, disposed of, or 
placed. Of the 25 sites, three of them (Sites 10, 46, and 76) have final Records of Decision, describing 
the selected remediation approach for soil and groundwater. At six (Sites 7, 14, 16, 42, 51, and 52), 
interim actions to treat soil or groundwater have been implemented while additional studies are 
ongoing. Remedial Investigations, to identify the nature and extent of contamination, or Feasibility 
Studies, to develop and evaluate treatment alternatives, are in progress for the rest of the sites.  

Community concerns were identified by interviews conducted with 15 local residents in 1995 and 29 
local residents and officials in 2003. In general, interviews reflected a good relationship between 
MCAS Cherry Point and local residents, including general trust in the military’s ability to clean up 
the sites. Most interviewees agreed that the community as a whole knows little about the 
environmental cleanup, not because MCAS Cherry Point fails to communicate the information but 
because the people are not interested unless they feel directly affected. The Restoration Advisory 
Board (RAB) is considered an important conduit for the community to be informed and to participate 
in decision-making; however, not all interviewees were aware of the RAB. Those who were aware of 
it generally believe it is beneficial to both the Air Station and the community. However, all RAB 
members who were interviewed agreed that more information about the cleanup program should be 
communicated to the public, either through meetings with groups or through the media. Section 3 
describes the community involvement activities implemented to date and describes the activities 
planned in response to feedback. In general, MCAS Cherry Point will continue those activities that 
have been found to be effective (some of which are required activities). Table 3-3 presents the 
planned community involvement activities associated with technical milestones and indicates which 
community involvement activities are required. 

Appendixes include (A) details about the technical status of all the sites, (B) a listing of all the 
documents in the Administrative Record, (C) members of the MCAS Cherry Point RAB, (D) 
representatives on the site mailing list, (E) locations for information repositories and public meetings, 
(F) a list of media contacts, (G) a list of newsletters, news articles, and public notices that have been 
produced, and (H) a glossary of terms. 

This CIP updates a similar plan originally prepared in 1996. It will be updated again in 
approximately five years or earlier if a significant event in the IRP occurs. This CIP will be made 
available to the public in the information repositories.
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SECTION 1  

Overview of Community Involvement Plan 

1.1 Introduction  
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Cherry Point is a military installation located midway 
between New Bern and Morehead City and approximately 90 miles west–southwest of Cape 
Hatteras, on the Neuse River in Craven County, North Carolina (Figure 1-1). The 
installation also operates four outlying fields, two in Jones County and two in Carteret 
County, North Carolina.  

The Air Station was commissioned in 1942 to maintain and support facilities, services, and 
material of a Marine Aircraft Wing as designated by the Commandant of the Marine Corps. 
It provides training and support for the Fleet Marine Force Atlantic aviation units and is 
also designated as a primary aviation supply point.   

The Navy is investigating potentially-contaminaed soil, groundwater, surface water, and 
sediment at MCAS Cherry Point under the provisions of the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA).  In 1994, MCAS Cherry Point was 
scored and ranked by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for inclusion on the 
National Priority List (NPL, commonly known as “Superfund”).  

The purpose of this Community Involvement Plan (CIP) is to assist MCAS Cherry Point in 
meeting the needs of the local community for information about, and participation in, the 
ongoing investigation and remedial processes at the Air Station.  This document updates 
and replaces the Community Relations Plan initially prepared for MCAS Cherry Point in 
1996 by Brown & Root Environmental.  

1.2 Goals of the Community Involvement Program  
As part of the Marine Corp’s Installation Restoration Program (IRP) at MCAS Cherry Point, 
the Navy has implemented a community involvement program to address issues of 
community concern regarding the environmental investigation and restoration activities at 
MCAS Cherry Point. The Navy’s intent is to present factual and timely information, obtain 
community feedback, and promote understanding of the ongoing activities.  

The specific objectives of the community involvement program at MCAS Cherry Point are to:  

• Continue two-way communication between the Navy and concerned individuals, 
including local residents and State and local officials  

• Keep the general public informed of ongoing actions, major findings, and decisions 

• Furnish accurate, timely, and understandable information to affected and interested 
parties 
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• Provide a means of monitoring public concerns and information needs throughout the 
environmental restoration process 

• Provide a mechanism for incorporating public comments into the environmental 
restoration process in a timely and meaningful way  

• Gather and update information about MCAS Cherry Point’s neighboring communities 

• Modify the community involvement program as necessary to meet the changing needs 
of the local community 

1.3 Contents of the Community Involvement Plan  
This CIP identifies community concerns about the investigation and restoration of 
potentially contaminated sites at MCAS Cherry Point and outlines community involvement 
activities to be conducted during the ongoing and anticipated future restoration activities.  

This plan has been prepared in accordance with EPA’s April 2002 publication, Superfund 
Community Involvement Handbook (EPA 540-K-01-003), which provides guidance for 
conducting community involvement activities.  

The first community relations (involvement) plan for MCAS Cherry Point was developed in 
1995/1996.  This CIP is an update to the 1996 Community Relations Plan. Recommendations 
for future community involvement activities are based on information about community 
concerns and the effectiveness of public participation activities to date, which were obtained 
during interviews with members of the local community in 1995 and 2003.  

This plan is divided into the following major sections:  

• Overview of Community Involvement Plan  
• Facility Description and History  
• Community Involvement Program  

Appendixes are:  

• A—Site-Specific Investigation & Remedial Action  
• B—Administrative Record of Documents  
• C—MCAS Cherry Point Restoration Advisory Board Members  
• D—Mailing List of Interested Parties  
• E—Locations for Information Repositories and Public Meetings  
• F—Media Contacts  
• G—News Articles and Public Notices 
• H—Glossary  

The Marine Corps maintains a mailing list of interested individuals and agency 
representatives. To protect personal privacy, however, the addresses of individuals (other 
than public officials) are not listed in this CIP.  



SECTION 1 — OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT PLAN 

WDC052210001.ZIP 1-3 

1.4 Implementation of the Plan  
The administration of the MCAS Cherry Point IRP is carried out by the Environmental 
Affairs Department located at MCAS Cherry Point.  Implementation of the overarching 
Marine Corps IRP is supported by the Atlantic Division, Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command (NAVFAC) located in Norfolk, Virginia.  

The Marine Corps is coordinating with the North Carolina Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (NCDENR) and EPA Region 4 to ensure compliance with State and 
Federal regulations. The Navy has procured various contractors to support their IRP field 
investigations.  

Section 3.4.11 “Points of Contact” lists the name, physical address, e-mail address, and 
telephone number of the Public Affairs Office who can respond to public inquiries or 
provide relevant information to the public.  
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SECTION 2  

Facility Description and History 

This section focuses on the features of MCAS Cherry Point,  the surrounding area, and the 
history of  the facility. It gives a brief summary of the local topography, geography, and 
other physical characteristics, along with descriptions of MCAS Cherry Point and 
designated sites.  This section also provides an overview of the IRP process, previous 
investigations, and remedial actions that have taken place at the Air Station.  

2.1 Description  
MCAS Cherry Point is a military installation located north of the City of Havelock in 
southeastern Craven County, North Carolina. The installation also operates four outlying 
fields, Oak Grove and Bogue in Jones County and Atlantic and BT-11 in Carteret County, 
North Carolina. The Air Station itself covers approximately 13,164 acres. Its boundaries are 
the Neuse River to the north; Hancock Creek to the east; North Carolina Highway 101 to the 
south; and a boundary line approximately 3/4-mile west of Slocum Creek. The entire facility 
is situated on a peninsula north of Core Sound and Bogue Sound and south of the Neuse 
River.  

MCAS Cherry Point is located within the incorporated limits of the City of Havelock, North 
Carolina. The area surrounding the Air Station consists of commercial and residential 
developments, waterways, and public lands (principally Croatan National Forest).  It is 
isolated from relatively large population centers.  The largest cities in the vicinity are the 
City of New Bern (approximately 19 miles northwest of the Air Station) and Morehead City 
(approximately 19 miles southeast of the Air Station).  There are approximately 8,000 active 
military personnel and 6,000 civilian personnel living and/or working at the Air Station.  In 
addition, approximately 27,000 dependents live on or off the Air Station.  Military personnel 
assigned to the Air Station typically remain for 3 to 6 years.  The Air Station also provides 
services to military retirees living in the area.  

MCAS Cherry Point is located within the Coastal Plain Physiographic Province, which is 
generally below 100 feet mean sea level (MSL) in elevation.  Elevations range from sea level 
along the shorelines of the Neuse River and its tributaries to 29 feet MSL in the areas of the 
runways. The topography of the Air Station is essentially level, except for short slopes and 
banks along surface water bodies (NAVFAC, 1980).   

More than 55 percent of MCAS Cherry Point acreage is forested. The remainder is in 
military use or used for other activities. The majority of forested lands are located in the 
northwest and north-central portions of the Air Station.  Much of the forested land is used 
for training purposes. Some forested lands are managed for natural and scenic values.   

Groundwater from the Castle Hayne aquifer is the major source of drinking water at the Air 
Station and for the City of Havelock.  Groundwater use within the area includes domestic, 
light industrial, and industrial. The groundwater in the vicinity of MCAS Cherry Point is 
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classified by the State of North Carolina as Class GA.  Class GA groundwater is considered 
to be an existing or potential source of drinking water.    

The Air Station uses between 2.5 and 4.5 million gallons of water per day (MGD) obtained 
from 25 active wells extending 195 to 330 feet below the ground surface.  The number of 
wells in use at any one time varies with need.  The City of Havelock currently uses 
approximately 1.4 MGD obtained from 6 active wells ranging from 208 to 285 feet in depth.   

2.2 History and Current Activities  
MCAS Cherry Point was commissioned in 1942.  In 1943, a massive aircraft assembly and 
repair shop was constructed, which later became the Naval Aviation Depot (NADEP).  It 
was also at this time that MCAS Cherry Point became the clearing center for all women 
reserves assigned to aviation.   

During the 1950s and 1960s, land was acquired that increased MCAS Cherry Point’s acreage 
to more than 11,000 acres.  During the 1970s, intense commercial and residential 
development occurred around MCAS Cherry Point, particularly within the City of 
Havelock. In 1980, the City of Havelock annexed MCAS Cherry Point and became the 
largest city (by population) in Craven County.  

The mission of MCAS Cherry Point is to maintain and operate support facilities, services, 
and material of the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing, or units thereof, and other activities and units 
as designated by the Commandant of the U.S. Marine Corps, in coordination with the Chief 
of Naval Operations. MCAS Cherry Point provides facilities for training and support of the 
Fleet Marine Force Atlantic aviation units. It is also designated as a primary aviation supply 
point.  

Occupants at MCAS Cherry Point include the 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing, NADEP, Combat 
Service Support Detachment 21 of the Second Force Service Support Group, the Naval 
Hospital, the Dental Clinic, the Naval Air Maintenance Group Detachment, and the Defense 
Reutilization Marketing Office (DRMO).   

The principal employment center at MCAS Cherry Point is NADEP, located in the industrial 
portion of the installation. Many of the IRP sites under investigation resulted from years of 
industrial operations in this area.  

2.3 Previous Investigations and Remedial Actions  

2.3.1 Overview of the IRP  
The focus of the Marine Corps IRP is to identify, assess, and clean up contamination 
resulting from historical releases of hazardous wastes into the environment.  The IRP is 
implemented at MCAS Cherry Point by the MCAS Cherry Point Partnering Team, which 
consists of technical personnel who are responsible for decision-making about the IRP. The 
Tier I Partnering Team consists of one representative each from the Air Station, Naval 
Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic, EPA Region 4, and NCDENR.   
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The Tier I Partnering Team for MCAS Cherry Point meets regularly and works 
cooperatively to plan and carry out the IRP.  Representatives of the regulatory agencies 
(EPA and NCDENR) representatives on the Tier I Partnering Team provide input and 
review of documents throughout the cleanup process, from developing and reviewing work 
plans for environmental investigations through selecting, executing and periodically 
reviewing the effectiveness of remedial actions. Working as an integrated team allows the 
agencies to define and achieve their mutual cleanup goals more efficiently than before the 
Partnering Team concept was put in place. The issues discussed and the decisions made at 
Tier I meetings are summarized for the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) at their own 
meetings.  

2.3.2 National Priorities List  
In the early 1980s, an initial environmental assessment study was conducted to identify and 
recommend areas at MCAS Cherry Point and at outlying fields for further investigation. 
Many of these areas have since been investigated, which led to EPA placing the Air Station 
on the National Priorities List (NPL) on December 16, 1994.  

The NPL is EPA’s list of private properties and federal facilities with the highest-priority 
hazardous waste sites in the nation.  Sites are scored and ranked by the EPA.  The listing 
process provides a system for identifying and tracking the investigation and cleanup of 
these facilities. The decision to list a particular facility or site is determined on the basis of 
calculated risks to human health and the environment.  As of October, 2004, nationwide, 
there are more than 1,000 sites listed on the NPL.  

MCAS Cherry Point’s inclusion on the NPL was largely based on groundwater 
contamination as a result of past handling, storage, and disposal of industrial chemicals, 
wastes, and fuels, which resulted in several contaminated sites and numerous smaller waste 
disposal areas. Those sites requiring further investigation or remedial actions are currently 
being addressed under the Air Station’s IRP. A number of sites are currently being 
investigated, and final remedies have been selected and put in place at several previously 
investigated sites.  

CERCLA is often referred to as “Superfund” because it established a fund for cleaning up 
abandoned or uncontrolled hazardous waste sites.  However, all activities at Federal 
facilities listed on the NPL are funded by the responsible Federal agency.  In the case of 
MCAS Cherry Point CERCLA sites, the Navy provides the funding for all investigation and 
remedial activities. To fund these activities at military installations, the Department of 
Defense (DoD) set up the Defense Environmental Restoration Account.   

Each year, available funding is directed to multiple facilities (often referred to as 
“activities”) on a “worst first” basis.  In other words, those activities deemed to be the most 
contaminated and/or presenting the highest risks to human health and/or the environment 
are given preferential funding. Being listed on the NPL typically gives funding priority to a 
site. Although the responsibility for funding and carrying out environmental restoration at 
MCAS Cherry Point rests with the Navy and Marine Corps, the NPL listing gives EPA a 
specific role in the oversight of these actions.  

EPA is the federal agency responsible for ensuring compliance with federal environmental 
laws and regulations.   At facilities listed on the NPL, EPA must concur with the chosen 
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The “Riverkeeper” offered to act as a disseminator of the MCAS Cherry Point IRP 
information to the members of the Neuse River Foundation.  In addition, the environmental 
cleanup newsletter “Hotspots,” (Appendix G) will be catalogued in a library maintained by 
the Neuse River Foundation.  

Some other community environmental or citizen action groups mentioned by respondents 
were:  

• Sierra Club  
• North Carolina Conservation Network  
• Lower Neuse Initiative  
• Coastal Carolina Federation  
• Big Sweep/ The Shore Keepers 

(an organization that sweeps the shorelines and banks for garbage)  
• Coastal Sports Fishing Association  
• Crossroads  
• C-Cape  

3.3 Community Involvement Activities to Date  

3.3.1 Highlights of the Program  
The Navy has implemented removal actions and remedial actions at a number of sites, and 
other remedial investigations are ongoing.  In doing so, the Navy has worked closely with 
the EPA and NCDENR, and also with community members who serve on the MCAS Cherry 
Point RAB. Public meetings and notices have periodically made time-critical information 
subject to public comment available to the community.  Two information repositories were 
established at local libraries in 1993, to make the MCAS Cherry Point Administrative Record 
accessible to the public. In 1996, MCAS Cherry Point prepared the original Community 
Relations Plan and began the update to this CIP in 2003.  

3.3.2 Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) 

3.3.2.1 Technical Review Committee  

Amendments to CERCLA required installations to establish a Technical Review Committee 
(TRC) to review and comment on technical aspects of response actions for releases at 
Navy/Marine Corps installations and to facilitate community involvement in the review 
process. A TRC was established at MCAS Cherry Point in 1988.  The original TRC members 
included representatives from EPA; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; U.S. Geological Survey; 
U.S. Forest Service; National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration; NCDENR; 
the Craven County Fire Marshal; and the Marine Corps.  

3.3.2.2 Transition to Restoration Advisory Board  

In April 1994, DoD formally issued a policy for establishing Restoration Advisory Boards 
(RABs) at active DoD facilities as part of the 1994 DoD Environmental Restoration Program 
Management Guidance.  
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In the summer of 1994, DoD and EPA jointly developed guidelines that provided a strategy 
for establishing RABs. Those guidelines are published in the DoD/EPA document titled 
Restoration Advisory Board Implementation Guidelines, published in September 1994.  

At every base with sufficient public interest, a RAB is formed and is co-chaired by a Navy or 
Marine Corps official and (unlike a TRC) by a community member elected by the RAB 
community members. RABs are intended to replace TRCs, to enhance communication 
between the community and the installation and to solicit input from the public on the IR 
process, by including more community members who represent various community 
perspectives.  

Upon establishment by the Federal Government of RABs, the MCAS Cherry Point TRC 
members automatically were made members of a new RAB for the Air Station and six new 
community members were added to the group.  The findings of the preliminary installation 
restoration investigations were presented at the initial RAB meeting in January 1996.  

3.3.2.3 Restoration Advisory Board Overview  

A RAB is comprised of local community members, environmental regulators, local 
government representatives, Navy representatives, and other interested parties. Community 
members selected for the RAB reflect the diverse interests within the local community. RAB 
members should live or work in the affected community or be directly affected by the 
environmental restoration program.  

A RAB provides a forum for effective communication among community members, the 
Navy, and regulatory agencies.  The members of the Tier I Partnering Team for MCAS 
Cherry Point are also RAB members, who present information about Tier I discussions and 
decisions and get feedback from RAB community members.  RAB members also are a 
valuable information resource for the community.  The primary purpose of the RAB is to 
represent the interests of the general public and to serve as a community point of contact for 
questions about the IRP. These regulatory agency members are a technical resource for the 
community members of the RAB.  

The RAB provides advice and community opinions to Navy environmental officials on 
cleanup priorities and the selection of cleanup methods to be used. RAB community 
members provide their input as individuals, not as a group.  Although consensus may 
emerge during discussions, agreement among RAB community members is not needed for 
individual members to voice their comments or concerns.  

3.3.2.4 Restoration Advisory Board Operations  

The MCAS Cherry Point RAB currently consists of twelve members, of which eight are 
community members and four are agency representatives from the Tier I Partnering Team 
(the Air Station’s Environmental Department, Navy Facilities Engineering Command 
Atlantic, EPA and NCDENR). The RAB is jointly co-chaired by the appointed Air Station 
representative and an elected community member.  

The community membership includes members of environmental group and community 
service organizations, people involved in water-based recreation, a local college professor, 
current or retired business people, and Craven County’s Environmental Health Director. 
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Community members live in Oriental, New Bern, Morehead City, Beaufort, and Havelock. 
Capsule biographies of the RAB members are presented in Appendix C.  

The MCAS Cherry Point RAB generally meets on a quarterly basis.  All RAB meetings are 
open to the general public and are announced in the “Hotspots” newsletter that is mailed 
periodically to interested persons on the Air Station’s mailing list .  The public is encouraged 
to contact the Public Affairs Office for dates of upcoming RAB meetings.  Documents that 
are shared at RAB meetings are also kept and made available for public review in the 
information repository.  

3.3.2.5 Feedback About the RAB in 2003 Interviews  

Seventeen of the respondents were not aware of the RAB or the RAB meetings.  However, 
after being informed, four individuals expressed interest in attending RAB meetings and 
learning more. Two respondents, who are not RAB members, had previously attended a 
RAB meeting. One of these individuals is currently employed by MCAS Cherry Point, while 
the other is a previous employee. The general perception among the interviewees was that 
the RAB is beneficial to both the surrounding community and the Air Station.   

One public official voiced some concern regarding the composition of the RAB.  It was 
stated that a concerted effort should be made to ensure that smaller, minority communities 
are also represented by the RAB.  

The contributions of the current RAB community co-chair are well-regarded by community 
representatives and RAB members. In addition, they praised the work of the previous RAB 
community co-chair for her participation and support of environmental issues unrelated to 
MCAS Cherry Point, particularly those associated with the Neuse River.  

3.3.2.6 Feedback by RAB Members  

RAB members who were interviewed all expressed confidence in the Air Station’s IRP. 
Several said that they have good access to information through RAB members and the 
installation and community co-chairs.  One RAB member, who expressed some unresolved 
concerns about certain remediation methods, still confirmed support for the Air Station’s 
efforts and stated that the IRP here compares favorably to that at other installations.  

The RAB respondents all agreed that more information on MCAS Cherry Point’s IRP should 
be communicated to the public. Some believe this should be done through meetings with 
both informal groups (such as neighbors) and formal groups (such as the City Council). 
Others believe that the information should be communicated through the media.  The 
advantage of doing so, one Board member stated, is that it puts a visual image with the 
information, and thus reinforces the information to the public.   

3.3.3 Public Meetings  
RAB meetings are generally held quarterly in Havelock, North Carolina, and are open to the 
public (Appendix E). The objectives of the meetings are to provide information to the 
community about IRP activities, provide a forum for the community to ask questions, and to 
allow the community to voice any concerns they may have.  When meetings are held as part 
of public comment periods, verbatim transcripts are prepared and placed in the information 
repositories. In addition, Responsiveness Summaries have been prepared for public 
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comments received as part of a public comment period (e.g., for Proposed Plans).  A 
Responsiveness Summary is a formal response by the Navy to public comments. The 
Responsiveness Summary is reviewed and approved by the EPA and NCDENR.  

Table 3-2 summarizes the public meetings that have been held to date, in addition to the 
TRC and RAB meetings previously discussed.  

TABLE 3-2  
Public Meetings to Date  

Date Meeting Type Location Topics Discussed 

2005    

21 June 
2005 

RAB  Havelock, 
NC  

The meeting included a status presentation on Underground 
Storage Tank (UST) remediation; OU1 Treatability Study 
and Delineation; Roundtable Presentation on 1) Well 
Management Program, 2) Federal Facilities Agreement, 3) 
Site Management Plan, 4) OU1 Investigations, 5) OU2 and 
OU3 Long Term Monitoring, 6) Voluntary Groundwater 
Monitoring, 7) OU4 and OU13 Record of Decision 8) OU5 
Remedial Investigation, 9) OU6 Remedial Investigation, 10) 
OU14 Phase III Remedial Investigations 11) Community 
Involvement Plan, 12) IRP Web site, and 13) RAB Poster 
Boards.  

22 March 
2005 

Public Meeting  
(OU4 & OU13 
PRAPs)  

Havelock, 
NC  

OU4 and OU13 PRAPs at Havelock City Auditorium (1 
Hatteras Ave).  

2004     

16 Nov 
2004  

RAB  Havelock, 
NC  

The meeting included a status presentation on the draft final 
Community Involvement Plan (CIP); OU1 Treatability Study 
status presentation; Roundtable Update presentation on 1) 
Well Management Program, 2) Federal Facilities 
Agreement, 3) Site Management Plan, 4) OU1 Feasibility 
Study/ Baseline Ecological Risk Assessment, 5) OU2 and 
OU3 Long Term Monitoring, 6) Voluntary Groundwater 
Monitoring, 7) OU4 and OU13 Focused Feasibility Studies, 
8) OU5 Remedial Investigation, 9) OU6 Remedial 
Investigation and,  10) OU14 Phase III Remedial 
Investigations. 

10 Aug 
2004  

RAB  Havelock, 
NC  

The meeting included a status update of the Well 
Management Program; Site 35A Point of Environmental 
Interest, Federal Facilities Agreement (FFA); Site 
Management Plan; Community Involvement Plan; RAB 
Poster Boards & Plume Maps; OU1 Feasibility Study & 
Baseline Ecological Risk Assessment; OU2 and OU3 Long 
Term Monitoring; OU4 and OU13 Focused Feasibility 
Studies; OU5 Remedial Investigation; OU6 Remedial 
Investigation.  

3 Feb 
2004  

RAB Site Tour  MCAS 
Cherry Point 

Site tour conducted for RAB members and students from 
NC State and Duke Marine Lab.  Sites visited included OU1 
Site 16, OU3 Site 7, and OU6 Site 12. 

20 Jan 
2004  

RAB  Havelock, 
NC  

A refresher on the history and purpose of the RAB, OU6 
supplemental investigation, voluntary groundwater 
monitoring program, Federal Facilities Agreement (FFA) 
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Date Meeting Type Location Topics Discussed 
update, OU14 RI update, CIP update, OU1 Baseline 
Ecological Risk Assessment, and site 35A Point of 
Environmental Interest (POEI) Evaluation.  

    

2003     

7 Oct 
2003  

RAB  Havelock, 
NC  

Community Involvement Plan, RAB Plume Maps, Site 85 
Site Screening Area (SSA) Decision Document, OU2 Site 
10 System Shutdown, Voluntary Groundwater Monitoring 
(VGM) Program, Administrative Record, OU6 & OU14 Field 
Work, OU7 Transfer, and FFA.  

3 Jun 
2003  

RAB Havelock, 
NC  

Cherry Point Community Co-Chair Election, RAB 
Memberships, OU14 Site 90, Administrative Record, 
Community Involvement Plan, Federal Facilities Agreement, 
Site Management Plan, OU2 Site 10 Soils, OU4 & OU13 
Focus Feasibility Study Approach, RAB Posters & Plume 
Maps, Site 85 Site Screening Process, OU3 Long Term 
Monitoring, OU7 Transfer to UST, OU6 Remedial 
Investigation, OU5 Remedial Investigation, OU1 Baseline 
Ecological Risk Assessment & Feasibility Study.  

13 Feb 
2003  

RAB Site Tour MCAS  Site tour conducted for students from NC State and Duke 
Marine Lab.  Sites visited included OU1 NADEP Pump & 
Treat System, OU1 Site 16 Air Sparging/Soil Vapor 
Extraction (AS/SVE) System, OU2 Site 10 SVE System, and 
OU3 Site 7 AS System.  

18 Feb 
2003 

RAB  Havelock, 
NC 

OU15 PRAP & ROD Update, Administrative Record, NC 
Community Relations Plan, Site Management Plan, Air 
Show 2003, NADEP Site 47 HRC Injection Pilot Study, 5-
Year Review, RAB Membership, Community Co-Chair 
Election. 

2002    

23 Oct 
2002 

Public Meeting  Havelock 
(OU15 
PRAP), NC 

OU15 Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) [held at 
Havelock City Hall Commissioner Boardroom (1 
Governmental Av)]  

21 Aug 
2002  

RAB Havelock, 
NC  

RAB Process, 5-Year Review, OU15 Proposed Remedial 
Action Plan (PRAP) & Record Of Decision (ROD), OU3 Site 
7 System Expansion, OU4 Lead Brief.  

13 Mar 
2002 

RAB Havelock, 
NC  

5-Year Review, Dioxin (OU4 & OU13), OU1 Remedial 
Investigation, OU3 Site 7, OU1 Site 16, EPA Community 
Relations’ RAB Recognition Awards.  

14 Feb 
2002 

RAB Site Tour MCAS 
Cherry Point 

Site tour conducted for students from NC State, Duke 
Marine Lab Ecotoxicological and Pollution Class.  Sites 
visited included OU1 IWTP, OU1 Site 16, OU2 Site 10, and 
OU3 Site 7. 

2001    

18 Dec 
2001  

RAB Site Tour  MCAS  
Cherry Point 

Site tour conducted for RAB members.  Sites visited  
included OU1 IWTP, OU1 Site 16, OU2 Site 10, and  OU3 
Site 7. 

2 May 
2001  

RAB  Havelock, 
NC 

Military Munitions Rule Overview, System Operation and 
Maintenance Update, Dioxin Stalemate Update, Overview of 
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Date Meeting Type Location Topics Discussed 
the CERCLA Remedy Selection Process. 

7 Feb 
2001  

RAB  Havelock, 
NC 

[Unknown]  

2000    

6 Dec 
2000 

RAB Havelock, 
NC 

MCAS Cherry Point UST Program Overview, Formerly Used 
Defense Site (FUDS), Range Identification and Preliminary 
Range Assessment, DoD Environmental Cleanup 
Stakeholders Forum, Potential RAB Technical Training. 

20 Sep 
2000 

RAB Havelock, 
NC 

Community Co-Chair Election, IR Document Repositories, 
December RAB Newsletter, RAB Biography Update, 
Potential RAB Training Topics, Slocum Creek Ecological 
Risk Assessment, IR Project Overview. 

3 May 
2000 

RAB Havelock, 
NC 

Environmental Restoration Report FY00-04, Overview of 
Navy IRP, MCAS Cherry Point IR Web site, IR Project 
Overview. 

19 Jan 
2000 

RAB Havelock, 
NC 

MCAS Cherry Point IR Web site, OU3 Soil Remediation 
Work Plan, NADEP Site 47 HRC Injection Pilot Study. 

1999    

1 Dec 
1999  

RAB  Havelock, 
NC  

RAB Membership, MCAS Cherry Point IR Web site, OU1 
Remedial Investigation Work Plan, Environmental GIS.  

23 Sep 
1999  

RAB  Havelock, 
NC  

RAB Membership, USGS Paleochannel Reports, RAB 
Newsletter, Air Quality Training Session, IRP Electronic 
Document System.  

14 Jul 
1999  

RAB  Havelock, 
NC  

Hotspots Newsletter, Administrative Record, RAB Training, 
Installation Restoration Program Past Successes and 
Future Work.  

17 Mar 
1999  

RAB  MCAS 
Cherry Point 

Slocum Creek Fish Tissue Sampling and RAB interactive 
Web site.  

1998    

30 Sep 
1998  

RAB  Havelock, 
NC  RAB Training Session for MCAS Cherry Point IR Web site.  

1997     

18 Nov 
1997  

RAB  New Bern, 
NC  

OU 3 Site 7 Heavy Metals Transformation, RAB Community 
Co-Chair Nominations and Election, Hotspots Newsletter, 
Installation Restoration Program Past Successes and 
Future Work.  

29 Jul 
1997  

RAB  Havelock, 
NC  

OU2 PRAP [held concurrently with the Public Meeting at 
Havelock City Auditorium (1 Hatteras Ave)].  

29 Jul 
1997  

Public Meeting 
(OU2 PRAP)  

Havelock, 
NC  

OU2 PRAP [held concurrently with the RAB Meeting at 
Havelock City Auditorium (1 Hatteras Ave)].  

27 Mar 
1997  

RAB  Morehead 
City, NC  

OU1 / OU2 / OU3 / OU4 / OU13 Status, U.S. Geological 
Survey Water-Resources Investigation Report regarding 
Paleochannels and Missing Confining Layers.   

1996    
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Date Meeting Type Location Topics Discussed 

8 Oct 
1996 

RAB Morehead 
City, NC 

Human Health Risk Assessment, RAB Public Outreach 
Efforts, OU1 / OU2 / OU3 Status.  

22 Aug 
1996 

RAB Havelock, 
NC 

OU3 Interim PRAP, Site 6 & Site 7 [held prior to the Public 
Meeting at Havelock City Auditorium (1 Hatteras Ave)]. 

22 Aug 
1996 

Public Meeting Havelock, 
NC 

OU3 Interim PRAP, Site 6 & Site 7 [held following the RAB 
Meeting at Havelock City Auditorium (1 Hatteras Ave)]. 

18 June 
1996 

Public Meeting Havelock, 
NC 

OU1 Interim PRAP, NADEP Central Hot Spot Area 
Groundwater [held at Havelock City Auditorium (1 Hatteras 
Ave)]. 

13 Apr 
1996 

Site Tour MCAS 
Cherry Point 

RAB IR site visit to various Operable Units. 

30 Jan 
1996 

RAB Havelock, 
NC 

Meet RAB members newly transitioned from TRC, 
introductory presentation on the IRP. 

1995    

28 Jun 
1995 

RAB/TRC Havelock, 
NC 

National Priority List Status, RAB Formation and Ground 
rules, OU1 Site 16 Removal Action, Upcoming Site 16 
Public Meeting, Review RAB Applications. 

 

3.3.4 Technical Assistance for Public Participation  
On February 2, 1998, DoD published a final rule (Federal Register Volume 63, Number 21) 
establishing a program called Technical Assistance for Public Participation (TAPP).  This 
program provides a mechanism for RABs and TRCs to obtain technical assistance to help 
them better understand and provide input into environmental restoration programs. 
Examples of TAPP projects include reviewing restoration documents and proposed 
remedial technologies, interpreting environmental health effects, participating in relative 
risk ranking exercises (which are used to prioritize restoration activities at a facility), and 
certain types of technical training.  

Community members, through their RAB or TRC, define a proposed TAPP project and 
prepare a TAPP request. The Navy prepares a Statement of Work and procures a technical 
assistance provider, through an accelerated procedure based on purchase orders.  As 
necessary, the RAB or TRC may be asked to comment on potential providers.  After a 
provider is hired, the Navy funds the purchase orders, up to $25,000 per year or a total of 
$100,000 over the life of the program at any one installation.  

No procurements have been made to date under the TAPP program at MCAS Cherry Point.  

3.3.5 Public Information Repositories  
CERCLA requires that an Administrative Record File documenting the selection of a 
response action be established at or near the facility.  The Administrative Record File 
includes documents that were considered or relied upon in selecting a response action.   

To comply with this requirement, two public information repositories containing 
information about site investigations and remedial decisions were established in January 
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1993: one at the Havelock-Craven County Library in Havelock and another at the MCAS 
Cherry Point Library. The addresses of these libraries are listed in Appendix E.  

Copies of all reports and studies released for public comments, as well as other relevant 
information, are made available to the community in these repositories.  Information about 
the repositories is included in each public notice regarding the IRP.  

 MCAS Cherry Point has recently converted the information repository from paper copies to 
an electronic version. A listing of each document currently in the Administrative Record File 
is provided in Appendix B. An updated list is kept on the IRP Web site.  

3.3.6 List of Interested Parties  
MCAS Cherry Point maintains and updates a mailing list of parties interested in cleanup 
activities at MCAS Cherry Point. (Appendix D).  Periodic mailings are conducted to inform 
the community of cleanup activities, public comment periods, RAB meetings, and other IRP 
activities. Any interested citizens and groups are added to the list upon request.  

3.3.7 Newsletter and Fact Sheets  
Fact sheets are concise documents, typically 1 to 4 pages long, that are intended to 
summarize IRP information or key documents such as Proposed Plans, and to update the 
public about the status of the program.  Fact sheets are one method of providing local 
citizens with an understanding of the issues and approaches to remedial investigations and 
remedial actions.  

During the 1995 interviews, feedback indicated that pamphlets and presentations are 
considered more useful than the lengthy reports that are available in the information 
repositories. In 2003, most respondents favored the Web site as their primary source of 
information. However, many respondents still wish to receive the “Hotspots” newsletter.  

The “Hotspots” newsletter has been developed by the RAB for the purpose of disseminating a 
summary of IRP updates.  This newsletter is periodically published by MCAS Cherry Point’s 
Environmental Affairs Department, and is distributed to everyone on the mailing list. To date, 
“Hotspot” issues have been distributed for Spring 1998 and 1999, Summer and Winter 1999, 
Summer 2000, Winter 2001 and Spring 2003, and Spring 2004 (Appendix G).  

There have been two fact sheets developed on the MCAS Cherry Point IRP for distribution 
to the general public.  The first one was developed in 1995 to accompany RAB membership 
applications. This fact sheet provided information on becoming a RAB member and 
outlined the responsibilities and requirements of a RAB.  The second fact sheet gave a brief 
overview of the IRP and was primarily directed to respondents during the 2003 interviews 
for the CIP update (Appendix G).   

3.3.8 Media Relations  
In 1995, as part of the solicitation for RAB memberships, MCAS Cherry Point published 
notices in local newspapers. Through the following years, public announcements of 
meetings and significant project actions have also been placed in local area newspapers 
(Appendix G).  
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Other newspaper articles and published public notices to date are also listed in Appendix G. 
Most of the 2003 respondents cited the Sun Journal newspaper as the most widely-read and 
said that newspapers are the most appropriate media for disseminating information to the 
public.  The most widely-watched television news was reported to be Channel 12 (WCTI).   

A RAB member who was interviewed in 2003 indicated that as part of a public relations 
campaign, specific media should be targeted and relationships developed with reporters in 
order to get more coverage. It was suggested that someone needs to work closely with the 
editorial staff of the Sun Journal, Pamlico News, and Carteret County News-Times.  

3.3.9 Web Sites  
A Web site for the MCAS Cherry Point IRP was developed in 1998 to enhance the efficient 
and timely conveyance of information to the public about the Air Station’s IRP. 

The MCAS Cherry Point IRP Web site is available at http://www.lantops-
ir.org/cherrypoint/site_info/Cherrypoint.htm and offers:  

• A brief installation history  

• Overview of the IRP  

• An Air Station site information map with links to details about selected Operable Units 
and Sites  

• RAB member profiles  

• Searchable list of Administrative Record citations for the MCAS Cherry Point IRP (the 
documents themselves are not available on the Web site, but are available in the 
information repositories)  

• Overview of the regulatory drivers for the IRP, including CERCLA and RCRA  

• Glossary of terms and acronyms  

• Discussion of the Risk Assessment process for remedial investigations  

• Links to other related Web sites, including:  

− EPA’s home page and Superfund page  
− EPA fact sheets on regulatory programs and various remedial technologies  
− Other Cherry Point Web sites, e.g., Naval Aviation Depot  
− Other IRP Web sites  
− Various Navy and DoD environmental restoration Web sites  
− National Toxicology Program (NTP)  

In addition, MCAS Cherry Point maintains a Web site that provides a variety of general base 
information at http://www.cherrypoint.usmc.mil/ and NADEP maintains a Web site about 
their operations at www.nadepcp.navy.mil.  

In the 2003 interviews, all of the RAB members indicated awareness of the MCAS Cherry 
Point IRP Web site. Two of the civilian employees were also aware of this site and many of 

http://www.cherrypoint.usmc.mil/
http://www.nadepcp.navy.mil/
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the non-RAB member respondents who did not previously know about the Web site did 
agree that they would most likely use this vehicle to acquire information on the IRP.  

One comment about the Web site, from those who were aware of it, was that it should be 
advertised.  

3.4 Community Involvement Activities Planned  

3.4.1 Public Information Needs and Methods  
Since the inception of the Community Relations Program in the late 1980s and its 
subsequent evolution into the Community Involvement Program, the relationship of MCAS 
Cherry Point with the community has been good, although a majority of those interviewed 
in both 1995, as well as 2003, had little knowledge of the environmental cleanup at the Air 
Station.  Among both interview groups, there was an overwhelming sense of respect and 
confidence in MCAS Cherry Point’s management of the environment.  

The earlier group of respondents stressed cost-effectiveness and efficiency and, in both sets 
of interviews, the community’s greatest concern was about groundwater and surface water 
contamination.  

During both the 1995 and 2003 interviews, both RAB members and non-RAB members 
expressed the opinion that more work should be done to increase public awareness of the 
environmental restoration program at MCAS Cherry Point. While most of the 2003 
interviewees said that current efforts to keep the RAB informed and involved are yielding 
very positive results and should be continued, several also recommended that the 
Community Involvement Program may need to focus more on the general public and also 
on MCAS Cherry Point employees. There were a number of referrals to newspaper and 
television reporters who might be helpful in obtaining media coverage.  

3.4.2 Community Involvement Plan  
This Community Involvement Plan will be made available to the public in the information 
repositories listed in Appendix E and on the MCAS Cherry Point IRP Web site.  The Plan 
will be updated again in about five years or earlier if a significant event in the IRP occurs.  

3.4.3 Restoration Advisory Board  
The Community Involvement Program at MCAS Cherry Point will continue to enlist the 
support and cooperation of the RAB members by providing regular updates and actively 
seeking the RAB's input on remedial decisions. The RAB is considered a key resource in 
efforts to communicate openly and effectively with the community at large.  

Based on the 1995 interviews, it appeared that the frequency, time of day, and location of the 
RAB meetings were appropriate. During the 2003 interviews, there were no complaints or 
suggestions for changes in the current RAB meeting schedule.  

MCAS Cherry Point will continue to invite the public to attend RAB meetings by direct 
mailings of the “Hotspots” newsletter to interested parties.  Paid newspaper notices and 
press releases are optional for RAB meetings, but may be used if wider participation is 
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desired at a particular meeting, or if the active membership of the RAB appears to be 
declining.  

3.4.4 Public Meetings  
The Air Station will continue to hold public meetings whenever a formal public comment 
period is required.  For example, public meetings will be held upon completion of draft 
Proposed Plans. Meetings will be scheduled at times to encourage the greatest possible 
participation and will focus on soliciting comments from the public. Meetings will be 
announced about two weeks prior to the meeting date in a public notice published at the 
beginning of the public comment period.  

MCAS Cherry Point will implement the following procedures for public meetings:  

• Plan the meetings, including ample time for public notification and developing 
presentations, informational displays and other materials.  

• Place paid advertising notices of all general public meetings in the Sun Journal (New 
Bern), The Havelock News (Havelock), Windsock (Cherry Point), and The News-Times 
(Carteret). To promote higher visibility, this notice will be placed as a display 
advertisement in the main section of the newspaper, as opposed to the legal notices or 
classified section.  

• Distribute a news release announcing public meetings to the local media. Because 
previous media coverage has been light, MCAS Cherry Point may directly contact the 
media to encourage more complete coverage of public meetings.   

• Register meeting participants, including names, city and state, and affiliation. Offer to 
place interested parties on the mailing list for newsletters.  

• Arrange for meeting attendees who wish to present comments to have the chance to do 
so, on a “first come, first served” basis.  

• When appropriate, prepare visual materials to provide another means of information 
about the issue under discussion.  

• Arrange for an official transcript of meetings held in support of a public comment 
periods. The transcript will become a part of the Administrative Record and should be 
made available to the public in the information repositories and/or IRP Web site.  

• Develop responsiveness summaries (official responses to public comments) to respond 
to comments made at public meetings and submitted during public comment periods.  

3.4.5 Public Information Repositories  
As work progresses at MCAS Cherry Point, representatives of the Navy and MCAS Cherry 
Point will be responsible for maintaining the public information repositories in Havelock-
Craven County Public Library and the MCAS Cherry Point Library, and for ensuring that 
documents are added to the information file and indexed. Documents and relevant 
information relied upon in the remedy section process will be filed in the Administrative 
Record and made available for public review in the public information repositories or the 
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IRP Web site. MCAS Cherry Point periodically updates the summary index (database) with 
copies of new documents.  

As the Administrative Record transitions to electronic form instead of hardcopy (which 
reduces the demand on limited shelf space in the libraries), MCAS Cherry Point will make 
sure that librarians are informed about how to access it, so that they can assist library 
patrons who want to consult the Administrative Record.  

Each public notice published in the newspapers to announce public comment periods will 
include information on the locations of these repositories. Documents for public comment 
will be placed in the repositories before such notice is published.  

3.4.6 Mailing List  
MCAS Cherry Point will continue to maintain and update the list of persons interested in 
Cherry Point’s IRP activities (Appendix D). Persons on the list will continue to receive 
newsletters and additional available information.  Any interested citizens and groups will 
be added to the list upon request. MCAS Cherry Point  may actively solicit interest in the 
newsletter to include local newspapers and television stations, local county officials, 
environmental and community action groups, and local churches.  

3.4.7 Newsletter and Fact Sheets  
MCAS Cherry Point will continue to develop the “Hotspots” newsletter and fact sheets for 
distribution. When a document requiring a public comment period is prepared, a fact sheet 
can help to increase public understanding of the document and facilitate comments.  Fact 
sheets can also be used as handouts at a public meeting.  

 In addition to the mailing list of interested persons, extra copies of fact sheets or newsletters 
may be provided to environmental and other interested civic groups.     

3.4.8 Media Relations  
MCAS Cherry Point will continue to place paid public notices announcing public meetings, 
public review periods for IRP documents, and other key events in the local area 
newspapers. Because many 1995 and 2003 interview respondents indicated that the print 
and broadcast media are the best ways to reach the public, the Air Station may wish to 
directly contact the editorial staff of local newspapers and radio and television stations to 
ensure more complete coverage of key events.  

At present, public interest and concern about the IRP does not warrant press briefings. 
Depending upon the level of interest, both by the media and the public, the MCAS Cherry 
Point Public Affairs Office may reassess the need for press briefings. Should a press briefing 
become necessary, the Public Affairs Office will coordinate the event, with the help of 
representatives from the MCAS Cherry Point Environmental Affairs Department.  The 
Public Affairs Office may identify possible speakers and prepare them for media questions 
and also develop press kits covering the following:  

• History of the facility investigation  
• Issues and concerns  
• Results of the IRP and actions currently being evaluated  
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• Process for public comment and review  
• Who to contact for more information  
• Location of information repositories  
• How to access the MCAS Cherry Point IRP Web site  

3.4.9 IRP Web Site  
The MCAS Cherry Point IRP Web site allows interested members of the public and 
regulators to monitor progress of the IRP status at each operable unit and site and provides 
information about the RAB.  

The Web site will continue to be used to supplement other forms of communication with the 
community in a more user-friendly manner. In particular, the Internet can make detailed 
information about remedial efforts easier to access and visualize than printed reports. Even 
though the MCAS Cherry Point community responded favorably to the Web site, other 
traditional means of providing information to the general public will not be neglected in 
favor of Internet technology.  

In addition to being placed on the MCAS Cherry Point IRP Web site, the Community 
Involvement Plan will also be added to the Administrative Record file.  To increase public 
awareness and acceptance of the MCAS Cherry Point IRP Web site, the following measures 
have been recommended by respondents:  

• Publish the Web site URL in all public notices and fact sheets (along with the more 
traditional mailing address and phone numbers)  

• Periodically demonstrate the Web site to the RAB, especially when new features are added  

3.4.10 Timing of Community Involvement Activities  
The community involvement activities associated with potential environmental restoration 
activities planned in the near future are presented in Table 3-3.   

3.4.11 Point of Contact  
MCAS Cherry Point Joint Public Affairs Office serves as the point of contact for inquiries 
from the public. 

For questions and concerns about MCAS Cherry Point:  

Mailing Address 
Public Affairs Office   Telephone: (252) 466-4241 
PSC Box 8013  Fax: (252) 466-5201 
MCAS Cherry Point, NC  28533-0013  Email: comrel@cherrypoint.usmc.mil 
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TABLE 3-3  
Community Involvement Activities 

Activity 

Community 
Involvement 

Plan 

Restoration 
Advisory 

Board  
Information 

Repositories Web Site Fact Sheet 
Public 
Notice 

Public 
Comment 

Period 
Public 

Meeting 

Responsive-
ness 

Summary 

Preliminary Assessment/Site 
Inspection (PA/SI)  

         

Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study 
(RI/FS)  

    
     

Proposed Remedial Action Plan 
(PRAP or Proposed Plan)  

     
   

 

Record of Decision (ROD)  
     

 
  

 

Remedial Design/Remedial 
Action (RD/RA)  

    
  

   

Interim Actions  
         

Removal Actions (6 months 
planning)  

    
   

  

Engineering Evaluation/Cost 
Analysis (EE/CA)  

    
     

No Further Response Action 
Planned (NFRAP)  

    
     

5-Year Review         
  

          
 
 Ongoing activity with periodic updates as needed  Required activity 

    
 
 Ongoing activity  

Suggested activity (if warranted by community 
interest) 
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the Compliance Division, Jeff assumed the IRP in 2001. Jeff attended the University of South 
Florida in Tampa where he received a B.S. degree in Industrial Engineering in 1991 and a 
Masters Degree in Environmental Engineering in 1997 
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APPENDIX D  

Mailing List of Interested Parties, 
MCAS Cherry Point  

Federal Officials and Agencies  
Tom Augspurger Ecologist  
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service  
P.O. Box 33726 Raleigh, NC 27636-3726  

Gena Townsend  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 Atlanta Federal Center Waste Management 
Division Federal Facilities Branch 61 Forsyth Street SW Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104  

Richard Powers UST Regional Supervisor North Carolina Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources 943 Washington Square Mall Washington, NC 27889  

State Officials and Agencies  
Annette Hargett Director State of North Carolina Eastern Office of the Governor  
P.O. Box 985 New Bern, NC 28560-0985 Lauren Hillman District Ranger  

U.S. Forest Service Croatan National Forest 141 E. Fisher Avenue New Bern, NC 28560  

Tiki Whitfield Community Involvement Coordinator  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4 Atlanta Federal Center Waste Management 
Division Federal Facilities Branch 61 Forsyth Street SW Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3104  

George Lane North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources Superfund 
Section 401 Oberlin Road, Suite 150 1646 Mail Service Center Raleigh, NC 27699-1646  

State Representative William Wainwright District 12 PO Box 33 Havelock, NC 28532  

Local Officials and Agencies  
Keith Cowell Mayor Town of Bayboro 
c/o Cowell's Cleaners 428 East Grantham Road New Bern, NC 28560  

Thomas A. Phillips City Manager City of Havelock  
P.O. Drawer 368 Havelock, NC 28532  

Gerald A. Jones, Jr. Mayor Town of Morehead City  
706 Arendell Street, P.O. Drawer M Morehead City, NC 28557  

Lee Allen Vice-Chairman Craven County Board of Commissioners  
406 Craven Street New Bern, NC 28560  
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William Ballenger Alderman New Bern Board of Aldermen  
P.O. Box 1129 New Bern, NC 28563  

State Representative Michael Gorman District 3 4506 Carteret Drive New Bern, NC 28562  

Stephanie Currier, CFM Assistant Director Craven County Office of Planning and 
Inspections Human Services Annex 2828 Neuse Blvd. New Bern, NC 28562  

Terri Parker-Eakes Town Manager Town of Beaufort  
P.O. Box 390 Beaufort, NC 28516  

Charles Alexander Mayor Town of Stonewall  
P.O. Box 47 Stonewall, NC 28583  

Pete Allen Town Manager Town of Atlantic Beach  
P.O. Box 10 Atlantic Beach, NC 28512  

Tom Bayliss Mayor City of New Bern  
P.O. Box 1129 New Bern, NC 28563  

Donald Beaver Commissioner City of Havelock Board of Commissioners  
P.O. Box 368 Havelock, NC 28532  

Bettie Bell Chair Carteret County Board of Commissioners  
Courthouse Square Beaufort, NC 28516  

Franklin Blunt Mayor Pro Tern Town of Newport  
P.O. Box 1869 Newport, NC 28570  

Doug Brinson Chairman Pamlico County Board of Commissioners  
P.O. Box 776 Bayboro, NC 28515  

William Campbell Councilman Town of Newport  
P.O. Box 1869 Newport, NC 28570  

Wyatt Cutler Town Manager Town of Oriental  
P.O. Box 427 Oriental, NC 28571-0427  

Harvey Ellis, Jr. Mayor Town of Cape Carteret 102 Dolphin Street, Cape Carteret, NC 28584 

County Manager Pamlico County  
P.O. Box 776 Bayboro, NC 28515  

Harold Blizzard County Manager Craven County  
406 Craven Street, New Bern, NC 28560  

W. Douglas Brady Commissioner Carteret County Board of Commissioners  
Courthouse Square Beaufort, NC 28516  

Roy Brinson Commissioner Pamlico County Board of Commissioners  
P.O. Box 776 Bayboro, NC 28515  

Floyd Chadwick, Jr. Councilman Morehead City  
P.O. Drawer M. Morehead City, NC 28557  
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Doug Creech Mayor Pro Tem Town of Atlantic Beach  
P.O. Box 10 Atlantic Beach, NC 28512  

Leslie Eldridge Town Clerk Town of Atlantic Beach  
P.O. Box 10 Atlantic Beach, NC 28512  

William Fugate Mayor Town of Indian Beach  
P.O. Box 306, Indian Beach, NC 28575  

Derryl Garner Mayor Town of Newport  
P.O. Box 1869, Newport, NC 28570  

George Griffin Mayor City of Havelock  
P.O. Box 368 Havelock, NC 28532  

Raynard Harper Chairman Town of Bayboro Zoning Board  
P.O. Box 519 Bayboro, NC 28515  

Doug Harris Councilman Town of Atlantic Beach  
P.O. Box 10 Atlantic Beach, NC 28512  

Reginald Hawkins Town of Bayboro Zoning Board  
P.O. Box 519 Bayboro, NC 28515  

Joe Himbry Commissioner Town of Bayboro Board of Commissioners  
P.O. Box 519 Bayboro, NC 28515  

Mack Freeze Alderman New Bern Board of Aldermen  
P.O. Box 1129 New Bern, NC 28563  

Robert Gallo Mayor Town of Pine Knoll Shores  
100 Municipal Circle Pine Knoll Shores, NC 28512  

Jeanne Giblin City Clerk Morehead City  
P.O. Drawer M. Morehead City, NC 28557  

Joseph Harris Mayor Pro Tem Town of Oriental  
P.O. Box 427 Oriental, NC 28571-0427  

Bill Hartman City Manager City of New Bern  
P.O. Box 1129 New Bern, NC 28563  

Robert Hickok Commissioner Town of Oriental  
P.O. Box 427 Oriental, NC 28571-0427  

Robert Howard, Jr. Councilman Morehead City  
P.O. Drawer M Morehead City, NC 28557  

Joan Leary Town Clerk Town of Bayboro  
P.O. Box 519 Bayboro, NC 28515  

Engar Lewis Town of Bayboro Zoning Board  
P.O. Box 519 Bayboro, NC 28515  
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Randy Martin City Manager Morehead City  
P.O. Drawer M. Morehead City, NC 28557  

Christine Mele Commissioner Pamlico County Board of Commissioners  
P.O. Box 776 Bayboro, NC 28515  

James Neinstedt Commissioner City of Havelock Board of Commissioners  
P.O. Box 369 Havelock, NC 28532  

Carl Ollison Commissioner Pamlico County Board of Commissioners  
P.O. Box 368 Havelock, NC 28515  

Robert Raynor Alderman New Bern Board of Aldermen  
P.O. Box 1129 New Bern, NC 28563  

Christine Roberson Councilwoman Town of Atlantic Beach  
P.O. Box 10 Atlantic Beach, NC 28512  

Barbara Lee Alderman New Bern Board of Aldermen  
P.O. Box 1129 New Bern, NC 28563  

Judy Marco Commissioner Town of Oriental  
P.O. Box 427 Oriental, NC 28571-0427  

Joseph Mattingly Alderman New Bern Board of Aldermen  
P.O. Box 1129 New Bern, NC 28563  

John Nelson Councilman Morehead City,  
P.O. Drawer M. Morehead City, NC 28557  

Joe Ollison Mayor Town of Mesic  
8443 NC Hwy 304 Bayboro, NC 28515  

Julius Parham, Jr. Alderman New Bern Board of Aldermen  
P.O. Box 1129 New Bern, NC 28563  

Alan Reid, Sr. Commissioner City of Havelock Board of Commissioners  
P.O. Box 368 Havelock, NC 28532  

Johnathan Robinson Vice Chair Carteret County Board of Commissioners  
Courthouse Square Beaufort, NC 28516  

Mona Kay Sadler Commissioner Town of Oriental  
P.O. Box 427 Oriental, NC 28571-0427  

Sherrill Styron Mayor Town of Oriental, P.O. Box 472 Oriental, NC 28571  

Lori Waggoner Commissioner Town of Oriental  
P.O. Box 427 Oriental, NC 28571-0427  
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Non-Governmental Organizations  
Executive Director City of Havelock Chamber of Commerce  
P.O. Box 21 Havelock, NC 28532  

Executive Director North Carolina Coastal Federation  
3609 Hwy 24 Ocean Newport, NC 28570  

President Carteret County Chamber of Commerce  
801 Arendell Street, P.O. Box 3605 Morehead City, NC 28557  

Johnnie Sampson, Jr., Chairman Craven County Board of Commissioners  
406 Craven Street New Bern, NC 28560  

Demus Thompson, Councilman Morehead City  
P.O. Drawer M Morehead City, NC 28557  

David Wheatly, Commissioner Carteret County Board of Commissioners Courthouse 
Square Beaufort, NC 28516  

President New Bern Area Chamber of Commerce  
P.O. Drawer C New Bern, NC 28563  

Neuse River Foundation, Inc. 220 S. Front Street New Bern, NC 28560  

Executive Director Craven County Economic Development Commission  
100 Industrial Drive New Bern, NC 28562  

In addition to this list, there are community members on the mailing list who are not 
affiliated with a specific organization and are not listed here in order to maintain their 
privacy.  
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APPENDIX E  

Locations for Information  
Repositories and Public Meetings  

Public Information Repositories  
The detailed Administrative Record and other relevant information (i.e. documents 
available for public review) presently can be examined at the following locations. However, 
copies of the Administrative Record may be replaced by a public internet accessible system. 
Documents released for public comments will continue to be placed in the repositories 
during public comment periods.  

Havelock-Craven County Public Library  
301 Cunningham Blvd. Havelock North Carolina 28532  
Phone Number: (252) 447-7500  
(Call for hours of operation)  

Public Meeting Location  
CAS Cherry Point Library  
Building 298, E Street  MCAS Cherry Point North Carolina 28532  
Phone Number: (252) 466-3552  
(Call for hours of operation)  

RAB meetings are generally held quarterly at 7:00 p.m. in Havelock, North Carolina, and are 
always open to the public.  

For further information, please contact the MCAS Cherry Point Joint Public Affairs Office, 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., at (252) 466-4241.  
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APPENDIX F  

Media Contacts 

Newspapers  
Havelock News  

P.O. Box 777  
Havelock, NC 28532  
Office Location: 230 Stonebridge Square, Havelock  
Phone: (252) 444-1999 Fax: (252) 447-0897  

The News & Observer  

PO Box 191 Raleigh, NC 27602 919-829-4700  
Carteret County News-Times  
P.O. Box 1679 Morehead City, N.C. 28557 Phone: 252-726-7081 1-800-849-6397 FAX: 252-726-
6016 E-mail: NewsTimes@aol.com  

Sun Journal  

Business Office Freedom Communications, Inc. 3200 Wellons Blvd. New Bern, N.C. 28562 
Phone: (252) 638-8101 Fax: (252) 638-4664  

Windsock  

MCAS Cherry Point Public Affairs Office PSC 8013 Cherry Point, NC 28533-0013  Phone: 
(252) 466-4241  
windsock@cherrypoint.usmc.mil  
Frequency: Daily (am) 
3 days lead time required for advertisements 
Daily 
4 days lead time required for advertisements 
Frequency: Daily (a.m.) 
3 days lead time required for advertisements  
Frequency: Daily (a.m.), Sat. (p.m.) 
3 days lead time required for advertisements  
Frequency: weekly - Thursday 

The Daily News  

Jacksonville, NC 724 Bell Fork Rd PO Box 196 Jacksonville, NC 28546 Phone: (910) 353-1171  

The Pamlico News  

PO Box 510 Oriental, NC 28571 406 Broad Street Oriental, NC 28571 Phone: (252) 249-1555 
Toll-free: 1-888-249-0926 Fax: (252) 249-0857  

mailto:NewsTimes@aol.com
mailto:windsock@cherrypoint.usmc.mil
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Television Stations  
WCTI-TV12  
PO Box 12325 New Bern, NC 28561 Phone: (252) 638-1212 Fax: (252) 637-4141  

WITN-TV  
P.O. Box 468 / Hwy. 17 S Washington, NC 27889 Phone: (252) 946-3131  

WNCT  
3221 South Evans Street Greenville, NC 27834 Phone: (252) 355-8500 Business Fax: (252) 355-
8568 News Fax: (252) 355-8548 Frequency: Daily (a.m.)  
Frequency: weekly – Wednesday  
Deadline for advertisements is Friday of the previous week  

Channel Network(s) 12 ABC  
Channel Network 7 NBC  
Channel Network 9 CBS  

WYDO-TV 14 3398 South Memorial Drive Suite E Greenville, NC 27834 Channel 14 
Network FOX  
Phone: (252) 756-0814 Fax: (252) 756-9250 Email: email@fox8fox14.com  

WFXI-TV 8  
5441 Hwy 70 East Morehead City, NC 28557  
Phone: (252) 240-0888 Fax: (252) 240-2028 Email: email@fox8fox14.com  

Radio Stations  
WTKF - Talk Radio  
Atlantic Ridge Telecasters, Inc.,  Atlantic, North Carolina  
P.O. Box 70 Newport, NC 28570  
Phone (252) 247-6343 Fax (252) 247-7343  
news@wtkf107.com  

Channel Network 8  FOX  
107.3 "Viewpoints" airs on Monday, Tuesday,  
FM Thursday and Friday 5 - 7 p.m. andWednesday from 5 - 6 p.m.  

WJNC - Talk Radio Atlantic Ridge Telecasters, Inc. Atlantic, North Carolina P.O. Box 70 
Newport, NC 28570  
1240 AM "Viewpoints" airs on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 5 - 7 p.m. and 
Wednesday from 5 - 6 p.m.  
Phone (252) 247-6343 Fax (252) 247-7343 

Hot 96.3 and 103.7 - Hit Music  
Archway Broadcasting Group  
1307 Glenburnie Rd.  
New Bern, NC 28562  
Office: 252.672.5900 (Incl. Sales)  
Fax: 252.637.6872  

mailto:kingman@fox8fox14.com
mailto:email@fox8fox14.com
mailto:news@wtkf107.com
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APPENDIX G  
News Articles and Public Notices Published between 1984 and 2004  

Date  Article/Public Notice  Subject  Description  
2005    
17 Mar 2005 Public Notice OU4 & OU13 Proposed Remedial Action Plans (PRAPs) Published in: Windsock (MCAS Cherry Point). 
16 Mar 2005 Public Notice OU4 & OU13 Proposed Remedial Action Plans (PRAPs) Published in: Havelock News (Havelock). 
13 Mar 2005 Public Notice OU4 & OU13 Proposed Remedial Action Plans (PRAPs) Published in: Sun Journal (New Bern); Carteret 

County News-Times (Carteret County). 
20 Feb 2005 Public Notice Federal Facility Agreement, MCAS Cherry Point Published in: Carteret County News-Times 

(Carteret County). 
10 Feb 2005 Public Notice Federal Facility Agreement, MCAS Cherry Point Published in: Windsock (MCAS Cherry Point). 
9 Feb 2005 Public Notice Federal Facility Agreement, MCAS Cherry Point Published in: Sun Journal (New Bern); 

Havelock News (Havelock); The News 
Observer (Raleigh). 

2004    
3 Jun 2004 Public Notice Record of Decision for OU15 Published in: Windsock (MCAS Cherry Point). 
2 Jun 2004 Public Notice Record of Decision for OU15 Published in: Havelock News (Havelock). 
28 May 2004 Public Notice Record of Decision for OU15 Published in: Sun Journal (New Bern); Carteret 

County News-Times (Carteret County). 
2003    
27 Aug 2003 Public Notice MCOLF Bogue Site 29 Corrective Action Plan Published in: Carteret County News-Times 

(Carteret County) 
1 May 2003 Public Notice Five-Year Review (completed) Published in: Sun Journal (New Bern); 

Windsock (MCAS Cherry Point) 
30 Apr 2003 Public Notice Five-Year Review (completed) Published in: Havelock News (Havelock); 

Carteret County News-Times (Carteret County) 
27/28 Feb 
2003 

Public Notice Five-Year Review (commenced) Published in: Havelock News (Havelock); 
Carteret County News-Times (Carteret County); 
Sun Journal (New Bern); Windsock (MCAS 
Cherry Point). 

2002    
17 Oct 2002 Public Notice OU15 Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) Published in: Windsock (MCAS Cherry Point). 
16 Oct 2002 Public Notice OU15 Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) Carteret County News-Times (Carteret County); 

Havelock News (Havelock); and Sun Journal 
(New Bern).   

~11 Aug 2002 Public Notice RAB Meeting 21 August 2002. Published in: Carteret County News-Times 
(Carteret County); Havelock News (Havelock); 
and Sun Journal (New Bern).   

1996    
1 Aug 1996 Public Notice OU3 RI/FS and OU3 Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP). Published in: Windsock (MCAS Cherry Point). 
31 Jul 1996 Public Notice OU3 RI/FS and OU3 Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP). Published in: Havelock News (Havelock). 
28 Jul 1996 Public Notice OU3 RI/FS and OU3 Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP). Published in: Carteret County News-Times 

(Carteret County); Sun Journal (New Bern). 
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APPENDIX G  
News Articles and Public Notices Published between 1984 and 2004  

Date  Article/Public Notice  Subject  Description  
21 Jul 1996 Public Notice OU2 RI/FS and OU3 Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP). Published in: Sun Journal (New Bern). 
17 Jul 1996 Public Notice OU2 RI/FS and OU3 Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP). Published in: Windsock (MCAS Cherry Point). 
16 Jul 1996 Public Notice OU2 RI/FS and OU3 Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP). Published in: Havelock News (Havelock). 

 
 

6 Jun  
1996 

Public Notice OU1 Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) Published in: Washington Daily Press 
(Washington County); Kinston Free Press 
(Kinston), Jacksonville Daily News 
(Jacksonville), Sun Journal (New Bern), and 
Windsock (MCAS Cherry Point).   

5 Jun  
1996 

Public Notice OU1 Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP) Published in: Carteret County News-Times 
(Carteret County); and Havelock News 
(Havelock).   

1994    
3 Aug 1994 Article, New Bern Sun 

Journal 
Base Sets $2 Million Soil Cleanup Discusses DoD intent to spend nearly $2 million 

on PCB cleanup at Sites 1-5 and 1-17.  Also 
mentions the August 18 public meeting in 
Havelock’s City Hall. 

~ Aug 1994 Public Notice 
Announcement EPA 
Administrative Record 
page 6805-6806 

RCRA 94NC0016 Notice of Public Comment Period and 
Availability of Draft Permit and Supporting Documentation for 
Public Review Regarding, “Draft Federal Permit Modification and 
Remedy Selection for Solid Waste Management Units (SMWUS) I-
5 and I-17 at U.S. Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry point, North 
Carolina, EPA I.D. Number NCI-170 027 261”. 

P. 14 of the “Administrative Record Index for 
the RCRA, as amended, for the Corrective 
Action at Unit I-5, Drainage Field at POL 
Storage Tank, and Unit I-17, Drainage Ditch at 
DRMO, MCAS Cherry Point, NC, July 1994” 

31 Jul 1994 Public Notice, New 
Bern Sun Journal,  

Notice of Public Meeting, Proposed Corrective Action Remedy, I-5 
Drainage Field at POL Storage Tank, and I-17 Drainage Ditch at 
DRMO, U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, North 
Carolina. 

Identical to EPA Public Notice (~ Jul 94) 

31 Jul 1994 Public Notice, The 
Carteret-County 
News-Times 

Notice of Public Meeting, Proposed Corrective Action Remedy, I-5 
Drainage Field at POL Storage Tank, and I-17 Drainage Ditch at 
DRMO, U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, North 
Carolina. 

Identical to EPA Public Notice (~ Jul 94) 

 ~ Jul 1994 Public Notice, EPA 
Release 

Notice of Public Meeting, Proposed Corrective Action Remedy, I-5 
Drainage Field at POL Storage Tank, and I-17 Drainage Ditch at 
DRMO, U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, North 
Carolina. 

Mentions a Public Meeting set for August 18, 
1994 at Havelock City Auditorium from 7-10 pm.  
Also mentions a planned Public Notice to 
initiate a 45-day formal public comment period 
(at a later date). 
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APPENDIX G  
News Articles and Public Notices Published between 1984 and 2004  

Date  Article/Public Notice  Subject  Description  
~ Jul 1994 Public Notice 

Announcement EPA 
Administrative Record 
page 6468 

Notice of Public Meeting, July 31 1994, for Public Participation in 
Discussion Regarding, “Proposed Corrective Action Remedy for 
Sites I-5 and I-17, U.S. Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point, 
North Carolina”. 

P. 14 of the “Administrative Record Index for 
the RCRA, as amended, for the Corrective 
Action at Unit I-5, Drainage Field at POL 
Storage Tank, and Unit I-17, Drainage Ditch at 
DRMO, MCAS Cherry Point, NC, July 1994” 

1993    
14 Feb 1993 Press Release 

(Draft), Via Public 
Affairs Office 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 3008(h) 
Administrative Order on Consent and Installation Restoration 
Program Information Repositories 

Discuss establishment of document repositories 
at MCAS Cherry Point Library and City of 
Havelock Library. 

1991    
23 May 1991 Press Release, Via 

Public Affairs Office 
MCAS Cherry Point Successfully Negotiates Agreement: 
Successful negotiated first RCRA 3008(h) consent Order within 
DoN with USEPA. 

Initial analysis completed on the most 
significant sites.  All site studies have been 
reviewed by TRC. 

1984    
29 Nov 1984 Article, Havelock 

Progress 
Point’s Phase II Begins: Phase II began Wednesday (28 Nov 84 ?) 
with first of 53 wells for groundwater monitoring.  Phase I (Initial 
Assessment Study) began in 1982 and completed in March 1983.   

More than 30 areas checked during initial study, 
14 sites warrant further study.  NUS 
Corporation conducting study.  Drilling expected 
complete in Dec.  Water, sediment, soil 
sampling conducted in Jan, Feb, Apr.  Draft 
report due in June. 

* See examples attached    
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APPENDIX H  

Glossary 

Administrative Record: A file that is maintained, and contains all information used, by the 
lead agency to make its decision on the selection of a response action under CERCLA. This 
file is to be available for public review and a copy established at or near the site, usually at 
one of the information repositories. A duplicate file is held in a central location, such as an 
EPA Regional Office or State agency.  

Cleanup: Actions taken to deal with a release or threatened release of hazardous substances 
that could affect public health or the environment. The term is often used broadly to 
describe various response actions or phases of remedial responses, such as the remedial 
investigation/feasibility study (RI/FS).  

Comment Period: A time period for the public to review and comment on various 
documents and EPA actions. For example, a comment period is provided when EPA 
proposes to add sites to the National Priorities List. A minimum 30-day comment period is 
held to allow community members to review and comment on a draft RI/FS and proposed 
plan; it must be extended an additional 30 days upon timely request. A comment period is 
required to amend the ROD. Similarly, a 30-day comment period is provided when EPA 
proposes to delete a site from the NPL.  

Community Involvement: A program to inform and involve the public in the Superfund 
process and respond to community concerns.  

Community Involvement Plan (CIP): Formal plan for community involvement activities at 
a Superfund site. The CIP is designed to ensure citizen opportunities for public involvement 
at the site, determine activities that will provide for such involvement, and allow citizens 
the opportunity to learn more about the site.  

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA): A 
Federal law passed in 1980 and modified in 1986 by the Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act. The Act created a special tax that goes into a Trust Fund, commonly 
known as Superfund, to investigate and clean up abandoned or uncontrolled hazardous 
waste sites that are not Federally owned. Under the program, EPA can either:  

• Pay for site cleanup when parties responsible for the contamination cannot be located or 
are unwilling or unable to perform the work, or  

• Take legal action to force parties responsible for site contamination to clean up the site or 
pay back the Federal government for the cost of the cleanup.  

However, cleanup of NPL sites that are owned or operated by other Federal agencies, such 
as DoD, is funded directly by annual Congressional appropriations, not by the Superfund.  

Federal Facility Agreement (FFA): A legal agreement governing the CERCLA 
administrative process for cleanup, intended to establish roles and responsibilities and to 
improve communication between all parties. At an NPL site, an FFA outlines the working 
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relationship between the state, EPA, and the Navy to review all work leading up to the 
selection of a remedial alternative. An FFA will become an Interagency Agreement (IAG) 
after a Record of Decision (ROD) is signed.  

Groundwater: Water found beneath the earth’s surface that fills pores between materials 
such as sand, soil, or gravel. In aquifers, groundwater occurs in sufficient quantities that it 
can be used for drinking water, irrigation, and other purposes.  

Hazard Ranking System (HRS): A scoring system used to evaluate potential relative risks 
to public health and the environment from releases or threatened releases of hazardous 
substances. EPA and states use the HRS to calculate a site score for contamination migration 
through air, surface water, or groundwater. This score is the primary factory used to decide 
if a hazardous waste site should be placed on the National Priorities List.  

Hazardous Substance: Any material that poses a threat to public health and/or the 
environment. Typical hazardous substances are materials that are toxic, corrosive, ignitable, 
explosive, or chemically reactive.  

Hydrology: The science dealing with the properties, movement, and effects of water found 
on the earth’s surface, in the soil and rocks below the surface, and in the atmosphere.  

Information Repository: A file containing current information, technical reports, reference 
documents, and TAG application information on a Superfund site. The information 
repository is usually located in a public building that is convenient for local residents, such 
as a public school, city hall or library.  

Installation Restoration Program (IRP): The DoD program to identify, assess, and clean up 
contamination resulting from historical handling, storage, and disposal of potentially 
hazardous wastes. The IRP follows the CERCLA process, whether or not a facility is listed 
on the NPL.  

Monitoring Wells: Special wells drilled at specific locations on or off a hazardous waste site 
where groundwater can be sampled at selected depths and studied to determine the 
direction of groundwater flow and the types and amounts of contaminants present.  

National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP): The Federal 
regulation that guides the Superfund program. The NCP was revised in February 1990.  

National Priorities List (NPL): EPA’s list of the most serious uncontrolled or abandoned 
hazardous waste sites identified for possible long-term remedial response using money 
from the Trust Fund. The list is based, primarily, on the score a site receives on the Hazard 
Ranking System. EPA is required to update the NPL at least once a year.  

Operable Unit (OU): A collection of sites that will be treated together, often because of 
similar cleanup requirements. Operable Units address geographical portions of a facility or 
site.  

Preliminary Assessment: The process of collecting and reviewing available information 
about a known or suspected hazardous waste site or release. EPA or states use this 
information to determine if the site requires further study. If further study is needed, a site 
inspection is undertaken.  
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Proposed Plan: A public involvement requirement of CERCLA, which summarizes for the 
public the preferred cleanup strategy, rationale for the preference, alternatives presented in 
the detailed analysis of the RI/FS, and any proposed waivers to clean up standards. The 
proposed plan may be prepared as a fact sheet or a separate document. In either case, it 
must actively solicit public review and comment on all alternatives under consideration.  

Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP): A Proposed Plan 

Record of Decision (ROD): A public document that explains which cleanup alternative will 
be used at National Priorities List sites. The Record of Decision is based on information and 
technical analysis generated during the RI/FS and consideration of public comments and 
community concerns.  

Remedial Action (RA): The actual construction or implementation phase that follows the 
remedial design of the selected clean up alternative at a site on the National Priorities List.  

Remedial Design (RD): An engineering phase that follows the record of decision when 
technical drawings and specifications are developed for subsequent remedial action at a site 
on the National Priorities List.  

Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS): Investigative and analytical studies 
usually performed at the same time in an interactive, iterative process, and together referred 
to as the “RI/FS.” An RI/FS is intended to:  

• Gather the data necessary to determine the type and extent of contamination at a 
Superfund site  

• Establish criteria for cleaning up the site  

• Identify and screen cleanup alternatives for remedial action  

• Analyze in detail the remedial technology and costs of the alternatives  

Remedial Project Manager (RPM): The USEPA or state official responsible for overseeing 
remedial response activities.  

Remedial Response: A long-term action that stops or substantially reduces a release or 
threatened release of hazardous substances that is serious but does not pose an immediate 
threat to public health and/or the environment.  

Removal Action: An immediate action taken over the short term to address a release or 
threatened release of hazardous substances.  

Response Action: A CERCLA-authorized action at a Superfund site involving either a 
short-term removal action or a long-term response action that may include, but is not 
limited to, the following activities:  

• Removing hazardous materials from a site to an EPA-approved, licensed hazardous 
waste facility for treatment, containment, or destruction  

• Containing the waste safely on site to eliminate further problems  

• Destroying or treating the waste on site using incineration or other technologies, and  
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• Identifying and removing the source of groundwater contamination and halting further 
movement of the contaminants.  

Responsiveness Summary: A summary of oral and written public comments received by 
EPA during a comment period on key EPA documents, and EPA’s responses to those 
comments. The responsiveness summary is a key part of the ROD, highlighting community 
concerns for EPA decision-makers.  

Restoration Advisory Board: A group made up of representatives from DoD (Navy and 
Marine Corps in this case), EPA, state and community members, who meet regularly to 
exchange information about the investigation and cleanup of sites on a DoD facility. RABs 
are co-chaired by an appointed facility representative and an elected community member.  

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA): A Federal law that established a 
regulatory system to track hazardous substances from their generation to disposal. The law 
requires safe and secure procedures to be used in treating, transporting, storing, and 
disposing of hazardous substances. RCRA is designed to prevent the creation of new, 
uncontrolled hazardous waste sites.  

Selected Alternative: The cleanup alternative selected for a site on the National Priorities 
List based on technical feasibility, permanence, reliability, and cost. The selected alternative 
does not require choosing the least expensive alternative. It requires that if there are several 
cleanup alternatives available that deal effectively with the problems at a site, EPA (and the 
responsible Federal agency where applicable) must choose the remedy on the basis of 
permanence, reliability, and cost.  

Site: 1) A single area where hazardous substances or wastes have been deposited, stored, 
disposed of, or placed. An NPL site is also defined as any other location to which 
contamination from that area has come to be located. 2) A discrete area where suspected 
contamination has been verified, requiring further response action. A site by definition has 
been, or will be, entered into the Navy's Restoration Management Information System 
(RMIS).  

Site Investigation (SI): A technical phase that follows a preliminary assessment designed to 
collect more extensive information on a hazardous waste site. The information is used to 
score the site using the Hazard Ranking System to determine whether response action is 
needed.  

Superfund: The common name used for the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA); also referred to as the Trust Fund.  

Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA): Modifications to CERCLA 
enacted on October 17, 1986.  

Surface Water: Bodies of water that are above ground, such as rivers, lakes, and streams.  

Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) Program: An EPA grant program that provides funds 
for qualified citizens’ groups to hire independent technical advisors to help them 
understand and comment on technical decisions relating to Superfund cleanup actions.  
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Technical Assistance for Public Participation (TAPP) Program: A DoD program that uses a 
streamline procurement process to obtain technical assistance with projects identified by a 
RAB, where such assistance will contribute to community understanding and input.  

Adapted (with additions) from: Community Relations in Superfund: A Handbook. Appendix E, 
Superfund Glossary and Acronyms, pages E-1 through E-6. Prepared by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Emergency and Remedial Response, 
Washington, DC. EPA/540/R-92/009. January 1992.  

Note: The 1992 Handbook has been superseded by the April 2002 Superfund Community 
Involvement Handbook, but remains a valid source for this Glossary.  
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